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Jacob Rees Mogg should reconsider plan that could put lives at risk in parliament 

Helen Pankhurst women’s rights campaigner says 

 

As a group of women’s rights campaigners, we call on Jacob Rees Mogg, Leader of the 

House of Commons to think long and hard before putting the health and well-being of 

Members of Parliament and parliamentary staff at significant risk. 

 

An Urgent Question from Alistair Carmichael MP was granted yesterday because so many 

MPs were concerned that taking part in parliamentary business via zoom will not be allowed 

when the House returns from its Whitsun break on June 2.  

 

The virtual parliament, allowing some MPs to be present in the Chamber whilst others join 

debates and discussions from home has meant that constituents from every part of the 

country could rely on input from their own MPs despite the Covid-19 lockdown. 

  

The recall to Parliament in person flies in the face of government advice to work from home 

unless it’s impossible to do so. It places unfair obstacles in the way of those who live a long 

distance from Westminster, those who are shielding or caring for those who are and anyone 

trying to educate their children at home alongside working.  

  

The recent introduction of the hybrid parliament during the pandemic with some members in 

the chamber and others on ‘zoom’ has been good for democracy. Policymaking and scrutiny 

has continued despite widespread lockdown. The recent second reading of the Domestic 

Abuse Bill showed how well this could work with those not able to attend still having a 

chance to contribute.   

 

A rapid return to a physical parliament is in danger of dragging parliamentary democracy 

backwards and far away from the modern working practices that everyone else in the 

country is managing to use. 

 

Signed, 

 

Helen Pankhurst, Convener, Centenary Action Group 

 

Joeli Brearley, Chief Executive, Pregnant Then Screwed  

Kizzy Gardiner Locum MP 

Mary-Ann Stephenson, Director, UK Women’s Budget Group  

Catherine Anderson, CEO, The Jo Cox Foundation 

Amelia Womack, Deputy Leader, The Green Party 

Catherine Fookes, Director, Women’s Equality Network (WEN)  

Hannah Stevens, Programme Manager, The Parliament Project 

Pamela Ritchie, Movement Builder for Equal Representation, Women's Equality Party 

Bee Rowlatt, Mary on the Green campaign 

Aisha Ali-Khan, Women United 

Jennifer Nadel, Co-director, Compassion in Politics 

Emma Vogelmann, Disability Rights Activist 



20th May 2020 

 
 

Mandy Sanghera, International Human Rights Activist 

Emma Ko, Screenwriter, BEATS member and Spokesperson for Equal Media for The 

Women’s Equality Party 

Claire Reynolds, National Officer, Labour Women’s Network 

Sana Knaneh, Researcher and Foreign Policy expert 

Zainab Asunramu, Human Rights Activist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes  

 

1. Helen Pankhurst is the convenor of Centenary Action Group, a cross-party 

campaigning coalition which represents over 100 activists, politicians and women’s 

rights organisations. CAG was established in 2018, 100 years since some women 

gained the right to vote, to eradicate the intersectional barriers that prevent women’s 

political participation and representation. 

2. For more information please contact Hannah Swirsky swirsky@careinternational.org  


