
 
 

Campaigners call for proxy vote for MPs and urge “family friendly” political life 

Centenary Action Group campaigners join cross-party MPs’ call for proxy voting for baby 
leave  

 Statement from the Centenary Action Group, Wednesday 18th July  
 Spokespeople available for interview. For more information, contact 

craig@careinternational.org  

Campaigners say that 100 years after women first gained the vote, Parliament must be 
family-friendly and introduce proxy voting for MPs, or risk excluding and alienating 
women from politics.  
 
The Centenary Action Group, a coalition of over 100 campaigners and activists, are calling 
for an end to unfair practices in parliament that fail to consider the gendered division of child 
care and how it acts a major barrier to women’s involvement in political life, especially 
women from a lower socio-economic background.[1]  
 
Parliamentary practices like unpredictable hours and lack of maternity leave have resulted in 
a ‘motherhood gap’ in Parliament: 45 percent of women MPs do not have children compared 
to only 28 percent of male Members.[4] 
 
There are now more than 200 women on all sides of the Commons and many of them are 
younger women who are having babies. 17 babies have been born to women MPs since 
2010 and more babies are expected this year.  
 
Parliament must be accessible to parents. A failure to do so will have a disproportionate 
impact on women. A formal and transparent system of proxy voting would provide this and 
would guarantee the right of MPs’ constituents, and women, to have their voice and vote 
recorded in Parliament. 
 
In a statement, members of the Centenary Action Group said:  
 
“After Jo Swinson’s pairing agreement fell apart, it is clear that the pairing for baby leave 
system cannot be trusted and cannot continue. Women deserve better. 
 
In the year we celebrate the first women gaining the vote, Parliament must demonstrate that 
it is forward-looking, inclusive and family-friendly.   
 
It is time now, not later, for the Prime Minister to implement the Procedure Committee motion 
on proxy voting for baby leave.” 
 
Harriet Harman MP, said: 
 
“There are loads more parliamentary babies in the pipeline and more crucial votes coming 
up. Last night’s shambles shows pairing doesn't work for baby leave. MPs having babies 
shouldn't lose their right to vote. We need proxy votes.  
 
“The Prime Minister should let the Commons vote on the Procedure Committee motion. It’s 
time to sort it out. This one is overdue.” 
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Dr Sarah Childs, Author of the Good Parliament Report, said: 
 
“Ever since I first raised baby leave in the Good Parliament report opponents have told me 
pairing was sufficient. But pairing breaks down; it is opaque; and it leaves women begging 
for leave.  
 
What happened to Jo Swinson was a scandal. It is time for the government to put this right 
and to do so before recess” 
 
Maria Miller MP, said: 
 
“It is regrettable that the debate on proxy voting didn't  happen last week. This just highlights 
that we need clarity and we need to put in place proxy voting for baby leave.” 
 
Helen Pankhurst, said: 
 
“On the centenary of some women gaining the right to vote, the UK Parliament should be 
showing global leadership and be on the forefront of progressive, family-friendly working 
policies by introducing proxy voting for baby leave.” 
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The Centenary Action Group is a cross-party campaigning coalition convened by Helen 
Pankhurst and represents over 100 activists, politicians and women’s rights organisations 
campaigning for women’s participation in politics to mark the 2018 centenary of the first 
women’s votes in the UK. The Centenary Action Group aims to use the centenary of some 
women getting the vote to highlight remaining inequalities and to help deliver real change for 
women and girls in the UK and worldwide on key issues. 
 
https://www.centenaryaction.org.uk/ 
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