
One hundred years after women got the vote, a new report reveals the extent of 
violence against women in politics in the UK  
 
One hundred years after women won the right to vote, a new report reveals the shocking 
extent of violence which women politicians and activists face every day and demonstrates 
the urgent need for action, says the Centenary Action Group.  
 
The Centenary Action Group, a cross-party campaigning coalition of over 100 activists, 
politicians and women’s rights organisations, has welcomed the report, in which MPs speak 
about the rape threats which “happen to everyone", and talk about the impact of abuse 
ranging from direct physical threats, intimidation, damage to their property, to bullying and 
harassment by journalists, and abusive, threatening and violent comments online.  
 
The report, which is based on interviews with women politicians and activists and is 
published by the Westminster Foundation for Democracy, interviews the Solicitor General, 
who is quoted as saying that the government will continue to build capacity in training police 
in recognising the nature of online threats: "We want more women to enter into public life," 
he says, "and where there is an issue about threats, the system has to deal with it”. 
 
Commenting on the publication of the report, the Centenary Action Group has said:  
 
“Throughout history, women have faced abuse for speaking up, simply because they are 
women: from the suffragettes who were told to “drown themselves” to the threats and acts of 
violence politically active women – from bloggers and tweeters, to candidates, councillors 
and MPs – face today.  
 
This abuse disproportionately affects Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic women who are more 
likely to experience multiple levels of discrimination, and acts as a barrier to women’s 
political participation. The report demonstrates that while women have won the right to vote, 
our right to participate in public life free from violence, harassment, abuse and all other forms 
of discrimination continues to be threatened.  
 
Being in the room where decisions are made matters. The report concludes that the most 
effective way of altering the experience of women in politics is by ensuring that more women 
enter political life. Until more women are elected to public office, the report says society is 
unlikely to see the wholescale change which is necessary. Women’s increased political 
participation makes it more likely that decisions made will benefit everyone, including the 
most marginalised women and girls in the UK and beyond.  
 
In the year the UK celebrates the first women getting the vote, it is crucial we use this 
opportunity to take action to end the barriers to women’s political participation that persist 
today and to fight for a woman’s right to take part in the decisions that affect their lives free 
from violence, harassment, abuse, and all other forms of discrimination.”  
 
The Centenary Action Group is calling for women to be able to take part in the decisions that 
affect their lives free from violence, harassment, abuse, and all other forms of discrimination. 
Specifically, the campaigning coalition is calling for social media companies such as Twitter 
to improve their reporting mechanisms and to ensure a better response to complaints of 
violence and harassment.  
 
It is also calling for an independent process with meaningful sanctions to be established to 
deal with allegations of violence and harassment in political parties and in local government. 
The Centenary Action Group argues that political parties and Parliament should take every 
action to make participation in political life a more appealing prospect for women from all 
communities and backgrounds.  

http://www.wfd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/UK-Case-Study-1.pdf


 
Commenting on the report, Helen Pankhurst, Advisor at CARE International UK and 
descendant of the leaders of the suffragette movement, said: 
 
“The violence and harassment experienced by women in political life today echoes that of 
the suffragettes over a hundred years ago. Social media might be new, but the vilification of 
any woman who puts her head above the parapet is exactly the same.  
 
We, the Centenary Action Group, call on more concerted attention to end the harassment 
and violence of women politicians. Tolerance of the current state of affairs and the tools at 
our disposal are just not good enough. For the sake of our democracy, we can and must 
demand more decency and safety.” 
 
Delyth Jewell, author of the report and Centenary Action Group member, said: 
 
"I applaud the candidness of the women I interviewed. I hope that the government takes 
heed of the recommendations, to lay the groundwork for more women to feel able to stand 
for election, and play a greater role in public life." 
 
Julie Siddiqi, Co-founder of Nisa-Nashim Jewish and Muslim Women’s Network and 
Centenary Action Group member, said: 
 
“It is so important that we as women stand together and speak out against this type of 
abuse. It affects women of all backgrounds, religious beliefs, ages. We must show our 
women politicians that we are with them!”  
 
Frances Scott, Founder of 50:50 Parliament and Centenary Action Group member, said: 
 
"This report demonstrates why it is so important for women to have equal seats and equal 
say. This is why we have launched our #AskHerToStand campaign – if you know someone 
who would make a good MP then ask her to stand and our team will support her in taking the 
next step along the path to Parliament. Let's build a better democracy, together!" 
 
ENDS 
 
Note to Editors 
 
The Report 

 The Report “Violence Against Women In Politics. Case Study: The United Kingdom” was 
written by Delyth Jewell, and published by the Westminster Foundation for Democracy.  

 It is available at http://www.wfd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/UK-Case-Study-1.pdf  
 
About Centenary Action Group  

 The Centenary Action Group is a campaigning coalition established by Helen Pankhurst, 
that aims to use the centenary of some women getting the vote to highlight remaining 
inequalities and to help deliver real change for women and girls in the UK and worldwide 
on key issues. 

 The Centenary Action Group is cross-party and represents over 100 activists, 
politicians and women’s rights organisations.  

 The Centenary Action Group is calling for: 

 Greater women’s political participation and leadership, especially in local and 
national politics; 

 An end to violence and abuse of women, including women in politics and 
leadership; 

http://www.5059parliament.co.uk/askhertostand
http://www.wfd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/UK-Case-Study-1.pdf


 Targeted efforts to address economic inequalities that prevent women engaging in 
politics and decision-making. 

 
Women in Politics 

 Women make up just 32% of the House of Commons 
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/sex-power-2018  

 In 2014, the Girlguiding’s Girls’ Attitudes Survey found that 67% of girls aged 11-21 
said there aren’t enough female MPs and 63% thought girls’ voices would be listened 
to more attentively if there were more female MPs 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/research-and-
campaigns/girls-attitudes-survey-2014.pdf  

 Globally, 81.8 per cent of women politians have experienced some form of 
psychological violence. Among them, some 44 per cent said they had received 
threats of death, rape, beatings or abduction during their parliamentary terms, 
including threats to kidnap or kill their children. https://www.ipu.org/news/press-
releases/2016-10/ipu-study-reveals-widespread-sexism-harassment-and-violence-
against-women-mps  

 Online abuse affects Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) women MPs far more 
than their white colleagues. In a study by Amnesty International UK, BAME MPs 
received almost half (41%) of the abusive tweets, despite there being almost eight 
times as many white MPs in the study. https://www.amnesty.org.uk/online-violence-
women-mps  
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